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Agreement to deliver $3 million State Government RDA funding
Regional Development Minister, Geoff Brock says his agreement with the Premier will deliver
annual funding of $3 million for Regional Development Australia boards across the State.
“This $3 million annual funding for the RDA board’s will comprise $1.4 million – $200,000 for
each of the 7 regional boards – with a further $1.6 million in contested funding re-instated to
the RDA’s under the agreement,” Mr Brock said.
“My agreement with the Premier confirms the State Government’s commitment to increasing
support for regional communities in SA with an additional $39 million package of measures
from a combination of new and existing funding,” Mr Brock said.
“As both the Regional Development and Local Government Minister, I’ll be overseeing this
package which will focus on results by funding projects specifically aimed at creating jobs and
economic benefit for the regions.
“This package includes increasing the existing Regional Development Fund to $15 million a
year and further one-off funding of $10 million to support jobs creation in regional areas.
“I want to make it clear that the $3 million funding for the RDA’s will be additional to the $39
million package, so it’s a win-win for regional development,” Mr Brock said.
“I’m concerned by statements made by the Federal Regional Development Minister, Warren
Truss last week that the federal government is currently considering how the RDA’s can best
align with the government’s vision for regional Australia.
Mr Truss went on to say that some changes would be necessary because at least two States
no longer wished to be involved.
“South Australia is not one of them, and I call on the State Liberals to reinforce the message
with their federal colleagues that we have a renewed focus on our regions and urge them to
work with me to help regional SA grow,” Mr Brock said.
“The $3 million State Government commitment to the RDA’s next financial year confirms South
Australia’s desire to continue to be involved.
“I’m passionate about the regions and equally as passionate about the role local government
and the RDA’s can play in achieving change in our local communities across the State.
“I’m looking forward to working with them both to create jobs, improve infrastructure and drive
small business to ensure the regions are not neglected,” Mr Brock said.
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